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COLLEGE CALENDAR 
1934-35 
ENTHANCE ExAMINATIONS ___________ __ __ ___ ____ Tuesday, September 11 
BEGINNING F lmSHMAN REGISTRATION ____ ______ Tuesday, September 11 
REGISTI!ATION ____ ____ \Vcdnesday and Thursday, September 12 and 13 
LECTURES BEGTN __ ____________________________ Friday, September 14 
T HANKSGI VING HoLIDAY---------- - - --------Thursday, November 29 
CnnrsTMAs VACATION BEGINs _____ ____ } P. M., Friday, December 21 
CHRISTMAS VACATION E NDS----------9 A. M ., T hursday, J anuary 3 
Mrn-SESSION ExAMINATIONS BEGI N __________ __ Monday, January 21 
Mm-SESSION ExAMINATIONS END ______________ Monday, J anuary 28 
SECOND SEMESTER LECTURES BEGIN _____ __ 9 A . M., Friday, February 1 
EASTER VACATION BEGINS ____________ _4 P. M., T hursday, Apri l 18 
EASTER VACATION E NDs _________ _____ ___ 9 A. M., Tuesday, April 23 
SECOND SEMESTER ENDS __ ______ _____ __________ ___ ____ Friday, June 7 
ALUMNI DAY ____________________________ ___ ______ Saturday, June 8 
BACCALAUREATE SERMON -------- - --------------------Sunday, June 9 
CLOSING EXEI!CTSES OF THE SESSIO N __________________ Monday, June 10 
SuMMER QuAJnER BEGINs __ _______________________ Monday, Jun e 17 
SuMMER QuAnTER E NDS .. ______________________ Saturday, Augus t 31 
THE SCHOOL OF JURISPRUDENCE 
Faculty 
JuLIAN ALVIN CARROLL CHANDLER, Ph.D., LL.D . __ _ President of the 
College 
THEODORE SuLLIVAN Cox, A .B., LL.B. __ __ _____ __ D ea.n of the School; 
Professor of Low mzd Pol·ice 
DuDLEY WAR NER vVOODDRIDGE, A .B., J.D . __ Professor of Ju.rispmdence 
PETER PAUL PEEDLES, A .M., LLJI'L ___ __ ___ _ Associote Professo1· of 
lnr·isprudence 
JonN LATANE LEWIS, A.B., LL.M. __________ Ubmrian ; ll!strucfo1· in 
lu.risf>rtulmce 
vVALTER EDWARD HoFFMAN, B.S., LL.B . __ lnstructor in lzwispmdence 
CHARLES P. SHERMAN, D.C.L., LL.D. ______ Lecl!wer in Jurisprudmce 
History 
The School of Jurisprudence, formerly called the Schuol of Law, 
was established December 4, 1779, when, by resolution, the Board of 
Visitors created a professorship of Law and Police. Antedated only 
by the Vinerian professorship at Oxford, established twenty-one 
years earlier and held by Sir William Blackstone, the chair of law 
at the College of Will iam and Mary thus became the second in the 
English-speaking world and the oldest in the United States. 
The part played by Thomas Jefferson in placing law among the 
subj ects taught at his alma mater is told briefly in his Autobiog-
raphy:* 
On the 1st of June, 1779, I was appointed [elected] Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth and retired from the legislature. 
Being elected also one of the Visitors of Wm. & Mary College, 
a self-electing body, I effected during my residence in Wil-
liamsburg that year, a change in the organization of that insti-
tution by abolishing the Grammar School, and the two pro-
fessorships of Divinity & Oriental languages, and substituting 
a professorship of Law & Police, one of Anatomy Medicine 
and Chemistry, and one of Modern languages ; and the charter 
confining us to six professorships, we added the Jaw of Nature 
& Nations, & the Fine Arts to the duties of the Moral pro-
fessor, and Natural history to those of the professor of Mathe-
matics and Natural philosophy. 
•Ford' s edition, I, 69-70. 
[5] 
On December 28, 1779, the faculty of the College passed the 
following resolution, wh ich is noteworthy as the first application of 
the elective system: 
For the encouragement of Science, Resolved, That a 
stud en t on paying annually one thousand pounds of Tobacco 
shall be entit led to atte nd any two of the fo llowi ng pro-
fes sors, viz ., Law & Police, of Natural Philosophy and 
Mat hematics, or Moral Philosophy, the Laws of Nature and 
Nations & of the Fi ne Art s, & that for fifte en hundred 
pounds he shall be entitled to attend the three said pro-
fessors. 
The Board of Visitors elected as the first law professor George 
Wythe in whose ofTice Jefferson had studied. A signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence and styled by J efferson the American Aristides, 
Wythe was a judge of the Virg inia High Court of Chancery and one 
of the earliest jurists to enunciate the doctr ine of judicial review. 
In 1782, in the case of Commonwealth v . Caton (4 Call 5), he took 
occasion to declare vigorously : 
Nay, more, if the whole legislature, an event to be 
deprecated, should attempt to overleap the bounds prescrib-
ed to them by the people, I , in administering the public 
justice of the country, will meet the united powers at my 
sea t in this tribunal; and, pointing to the Constitution, will 
say to them, "here is the limit of your authority; and 
hither shall you go but not further." 
Wythe's system of instruction was based on Blackstone's Com-
mentaries, accompanied by lectures showing the differences between 
English and Virginia law, and supplemented by a Moot Court and 
Parliament. He discharged his professorial duties "with wonderful 
ability, both as to theory and practice."* Prior to the Revolution, 
prospective lawyers could gain their legal training only by reading 
law in the office of some practitioner, unless they were so fortunate 
as to be able to go to England and study in the Inns of Court ; 
now they could learn at the feet of the great Chancellor. Among 
Wythe's students were J ohn Marshall and his great rival Spencer 
Roane, J ames Monroe, John Breckenridge, and Littleton Waller 
Tazewell. 
The elevation of 'Wythe to the sole chancellorship of Virginia, 
ten years after the chair of law was established, necessitated his re-
•R. H. Lee to hi• brot her Arthur, 1780. 
[6] 
moval to R ichmond and his resig11at ion from the facul ty. H e was 
succeeded by St. George T ucker, whose edition of Blackstone is a 
legal classic and one of the firs t law books published in America. 
Among the last to hold the professorship at Williamsburg pr ior to 
1861 was Lucian Minor, a member of another Virginia family inti-
mately associated with the law. 
Soon afte r its foun dation, and probably from the very be-
g inni ng, the law school of the College of W illiam and Mary de-
manded an academic baccalaureate degree as a requirement for 
a law degree, the College statutes compiled in 1792 providing : 
For the degree of Bachelor of Law, the student must have 
the requisites for Bachelor of Ar ts; he must moreover be well 
acquainted with Civil History, both Ancient and Modern, and 
particularly with Municipal law and police. 
In May, 1861, with the closing of the College, due to the exi-
gencies of war, the law school ceased to function. During the pre-
carious years in the li fe of the institut ion fo llowing the Civil War 
this school remained dormant. Its long-desired revival was accom-
plished with the session of 1922-23. Shortly thereafter, with aug-
mented faculty and increased fac ili ties, it was renamed the School 
of Jurisprudence to indicate more adequately the broad field in which 
it serves the Commonwealth through supplementing the study of his-
tory, economics, and government, as well as affording professional 
training in the law. 
The School of Jurisprudence is r egistered by the Sta te De-
partment of Educat ion of the U niversity of t he State of New 
York and is approved by the American Bar Association. 
Building 
T he School of Jurisprudence occupies the second and third 
fl oors of T he Braffcrton, the second oldest building of the Col-
lege. Erected in 1723 from the proceeds of The Brafferton, an 
old E ng lish manor for which it is named, it was restored in 
1932 by J ohn D . Rockefeller, Jr. Until the beginning of the 
R evolutionary \Nar, The Brafferton was the home of the Indian 
School. 
Library 
The Library of the School of Jurisprudence, occupying the 
third floor of the College library, contains over 8,000 volumes. 
Included among them are the English Reprint and other 
[7] 
English reports; the reports of the United States Supreme 
Court and other Federal courts; reports of the Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals; reports of a number of the State courts prior 
to the National Reporter System; the National Reporter System; 
the leading selected and annotated reports; the principal encyclo-
pedias; the American Digest System, with other modern search-
books; many treatises and textbooks; and a number of law re-
views and other legal periodicals. A collection of about two 
thousand volumes from the library of the late Alton B. Parker, 
presented to the College following his death, bears the name of 
that distinguished jurist. Additions are made to the library an-
nually. 
Expenses 
No separate fees are charged for the School of Jurispru-
dence. All students in the College are required to pay fees total-
ing $87.00 per semester. Students not domiciled in Virginia are 
required to pay, in addition to the above fees, a tuition fee of 
$75.00 per semester. All fees are payable in advance. Inquiries 
relative to scholarships and loan funds should be addressed to 
the Registrar of the College. 
The College maintains dormitories for men, dormitories for 
women, and a Dining Hall. All students (except those who 
come daily from their homes) are required to room in the 
dormitories, or in fraternity or sorority houses, except by per-
mission of the President. All women students (except those 
who come daily from their homes) are required to board in the 
College Dining Hall or in sorority houses. The rates per semes-
ter for room and board are as follows : for men, from $137.25 to 
$216.00; for women, from $148.50 to $211.50. Board alone is fur-
nished for $22.00 per month of four weeks. 
Miscellaneous Information 
T he disc ipl ine of the College is vested in a Disciplinary Com-
mittee representing th e President and Faculty. The Statutes of 
the Col lege forbid gambling, the use of intoxicating liquors, and 
the keep ing of firearm s. The keeping of automobiles is pro-
hibited except by permission of the President for special cause. 
Students not domiciled in Williamsburg or vicinity, who are re-
quired by the College to withdraw, or who are dropped from the 
roll or suspended, shall leave Williamsburg or vicinity forthwith, 
[8] 
else they remam subject to the jurisdiction of the College ant! 
may be expelled. 
For purposes of administration, houses rented from the Col-
lege by women's fraternities are considered dormitories and all 
fraternity hou ses are subject to the same rules and regulations as 
those governing dormitories. 
The D ean and Faculty of the school are readily accessible, 
either in their offices or in their homes, to all students who may 
desire to consult them. The Dean of Women is the educational 
adviser to the women students in the College, while the Social 
Director, a member of the Faculty of the College, supervises their 
social act ivities. The women's student government association 
co-operates with the Social Director. 
The most important extra-curriculum activity in the School 
of Jurisprudence is the Wythe Law Club, to which faculty, stu-
dents, and members of the local bar may be elected. Only stu-
dents of superior scholarship are eligib le for membership. Named 
for the first professor of law, George Wythe, the club conducts 
moot courts and offers an annual prize of twenty dollars to the 
most outs tanding student in the School. The John Garland 
Pollard prize, a gold seal of the College, is offered annually by 
Dr. J ohn Garland Pollard, D ean of the Marshall-Wythe School 
of Government and Citizenship and former Governor of Virginia, 
and is awarded to the student who attains the highest average for 
the three years' work. Other prizes offered by Callaghan and 
Company, West Publishing Company, and Baker-Voorhees Com-
pany are awarded annually to the student who attains the highest 
average for the first, second, and third years respectively. 
The Honor System prevails at the College of William and 
Mary where it was first established. 
Admission Requirements 
1. S tudents holding an academic baccalaureate degree from 
an institution of approved standing, may enter the School of 
Jurisprudence and take any subject approved by the Dean of 
the School; provided, however, that students who expect to be-
come candidates* for the degree of Bachelor of Law shall follow 
the regular course of study. 
*To be admitted to candidacy for the Jaw degree, n s tudent must hold 
an academic buccnlnureate degree or be taking the combined six yea r course 
in t his college for the two degrees. 
[9] 
2. S tu dents of academic Senior standing may take a major in 
Jurisprudence (thirty semeste r hour s) toward tbe dt:gree of 
Bachelor of Arts, or a minor (twenty semester hours) toward 
the degree of Bache lor of Arts or the degree of Bachelor of 
Science, provided the.. course is approved by the Dean of the 
School and the Dean of the College. In no case, howc·ver, shall more 
tha11 thir t.y semester ho11rs i11 l!trispmden ce be accepted toward the 
degree of Bachelor of A1·ts or the degree of Bachelor of Science. 
( In regard to commencing the major or minor in Jurisprudence 
during the Junior year, see ,3 below.) 
3. Students of academic Junior standing, who have com-
pleted sati sfactorily sixty semester hours in liberal arts subjects 
in an in stitu tion of approved standing, and who desire to offer 
a major in Jurisprudence toward the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, or a minor toward the degree of Bachelor of Arts or the de-
gree of Bachelor of Science, may take a max imum of ten honrs in 
Jurisprudence during the Junior year (the remainder to be taken 
during the Senior year), provided the course is approved by the 
Dean of the School and the Dean of the College. 
4. Subject to the provisions stated in 2 and 3 above, students of 
academic Junior and Senior standing may take, as electives, subj ects 
in Jurisprudence approved by the Dean of the School and the Dean 
of the College. 
5. In exceptional cases, at the discretion of the Faculty of the 
school, persons over twenty-three years of age, who fai l to meet the 
above requirements may be admitted as special students* and may 
take subjects in Jurisprudence approved by the Dean of the School, 
but u11der 110 other circumsta11ces may a stude11t who has 1101 com-
pleted satisfactorily sixty semester ho!l1·s i11 liberal arts subjects talu 
a11y subject i11 J11risprudence . 
Subject to the above provisions, registration is the same as 
for the College at large, of which the School of Juri sprudence 
form s an integral part. Inquiries should be addressed to the 
Registrar of the College or to the Dean of the School. 
The School of Jurisprudence conducts no summer session. 
Advanced Credit 
Within the discretion of the Faculty of the School, credit 
may be allowed for subjects satisfactorily completed at approved 
*The number is limited In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Le~al Education Section of the American Dar Association. 
[10] 
law schools, not to exceed the equivalent of fifty-five semester 
hours. 
Delayed Registration 
A fee of five dollars is charged all , stupents · who register 
.for the first semester after Friday, September 14th, or who register 
for the second semester after Friday, Feb\"uary 1st. These fees 
are remitted only in case of sickness. 
A fee of five dollars is charged all students who are absent 
from any class on the first day following registration, or on the 
day preceding or the day followingt a holiday. These fees are 
remitted only on excuse by the Pre'sident or in case of sickness. 
t 
Changes in Courses 
No course may be changed and no subject may be dropped 
officially without the approval of the Dean of the School and the 
Dean of the College or Dean of Women. After two weeks from 
the end of a registration period, a fee of three dollars will be 
charged all students who are authorized to change a course or 
who drop a subject without proper authority. Students who, be-
cause of unsatisfactory work or indifferent class attendance, drop 
subjects without proper authority or are dropped, shall receive 
grades of zero in such subjects. 
Attendance 
Class meetings constitute engagements between student and 
instructor and students absent from class are expected to confer 
with the instructor regarding such absence and the work missed 
thereby. Frequent absence shall be cause for being dropped from 
class and students dropped from two courses for this reason shall 
be required to withdraw from college. No penalty for absences is 
incurred, however, by students whose work is of a superior 
character. 
Examinations 
Final written examinations covering each subject are held 
at the completion thereof, and intermediate examinations, tests, 
etc., may be given at the discretion of the several instructors. 
The final grade in a course is based on the final examination and 
class work. A numerical system of grading is employed, the pass-
ing grade being 75 per cent. 
[11] 
Reports 
At the end of each semester, reports, showing the student's 
grades for courses completed that semester, arc sent to parents 
or guardians, while during each semester, additional reports are 
sent out, showing the student's present grade in his several 
courses. 
Dropping from the Roll 
Students failing to pass at least eight hours' work during 
any semester, automatically become ineligible to register there-
after. Students whose work is so unsatisfactory as to make fu;-
ther residence in the College inadvisable or whose influence IS 
deemed by the administrative authoritie~ to be detrimental to 
the best interes ts of the College, may be required to withdraw. 
Degree Requirements 
Students holding an academic baccalaureate degree from an 
inst itution of approved standing, who have been in residence at 
the School of Jurisprudence for three academic years (or, in case 
advanced credit has been allowed, have been in residence in this 
school at leas t during their third and last year), who have com-
pleted satisfactorily the prescribed course of study, or its equiva-
lent, and who have demonstrated their ethica l fitness, will re-
ceive the degree of Bachelor of Law (B.L.) the historic law 
degree of the College of William and Mary in Virginia. 
Course of Study for the Degree of Bachelor of Law 
First Year 
First Semester Credits 
Contracts 4 Criminal L-;~- - --- ------
2 
Pleading & Pr_a_c_ti~~-I== 5 
Agency --- ----- ---- 2 Persons _________ ----
2 
Second Semester Credits 
4 Torts - ------- - --- ------
Constitutional Law -----
Negotiable Instruments _ 
Sales ----------------- -
Carriers & Public Utili-
4 
2 
2 
ties --- - - ----------- - 3 
15 15 
[12] 
Second Year 
First Semester Credits Seco11d Semester Credits 
Property I ------------- 5 Property II ---- -------- 5 
Evidence -------------- 3 Business Associations __ 3 
Equity --------- ------- 4 Public Corporations ____ 2 
Legal History _________ 3 Insurance ------------- 2 
Taxation -------- ------ 2 
*Admiralty or Air Law__ 1 
15 15 
Third Year 
First Semester Credits Seco11d Semester Credits 
Federal Procedure ______ 2 Pleading & Practice IL_ 5 
Roman & Civil Law L _ 3 Roman & Civil Law IL_ 3 
Administrative Law ____ 2 Bankruptcy --- --------- 3 
Jurisprudence __________ 3 Legal Ethics ------ ---- 1 
International Law __ __ __ 3 
Conflict of Laws________ 2 
15 12 
Description of Courses 
Contracts. 
First semester; four ho1trs; fo11r credits. 
A study of the general principles underlying the formation, 
operation, and discharge of obligations based upon agreement. 
Torts. 
S eco11d semester; fo11r hours; four credits. 
The nature of tort liability; legal causation; particular wrongs; 
and the measure of damages therefor. 
Criminal Law. 
First semester; two hours; two credits. 
The sources of the criminal law ; criminal responsibility; and 
the characteristics of particular crimes. 
•Offered In alternate years. 
[1 3] 
Constitutional Law. 
S econd semester; four hours; /oHr credits. 
American constitutional law, comprising a study of the general 
principles of constitutional law applicable to the several states, and 
the law of the federal system under the United States Constitution. 
Pleading and Practice I. 
First semester; five hours; five aedits. 
The analysis and headnoting of cases ; the use of la w books; 
the growth and scope of the common law actions ; criminal pro-
cedure ; common law pleading ; procedural changes under statutes 
and codes. 
Negotiable Instruments. 
Second semester; two hours; two credits. 
A study of the law of negotiable paper with particular atten-
tion to the Uniform Negotiable Instruments Law. 
Agency. 
First semester; two hours; two credits. 
A study of the legal relationship between principal and agent 
and their rights and liabilities as to third persons. 
Sales. 
Sewnd semester; two ho·urs; two credits. 
Contractual principles as applied to the sales of personal prop-
erty; the rules concerning the passage of title and the risk of loss; 
with special emphasis on the Uniform Sales Act. 
Persons. 
First semester; two hoJ4rS; two credits. . 
A study of the legal relationship between parent and ch1ld, hus-
band and wife, guardian and ward, and of the legal disabilities of 
legally incompetent persons. 
Carriers and Public Utilities. 
Seco11d semester; three hours; three credits. 
The public utility concept and its incidents ; the extraordi-
nary liabilities of common carriers of goods and passengers. 
Property I-II. 
Both semesters; five hours; te11 credits. 
A comprehensive study of the several kinds of property, the 
estates and interests therein, and the modes of acquiring title 
thereto. 
[14] 
Evidence. 
First semester; three hours; three credits. 
An examination of the legal principles relating to the burden of 
proof, the competency of witnesses, and the admission and exclusion 
of evidence. 
Business Associations. 
Second semester; three hours; three credits. 
The general principles of the law of private corporations, part-
nership (with special attention to the Uniform Partnership Act), 
and other forms of business association. 
Equity. 
First semester; four hours; four credits. 
The origin, nature, and fundamental principles of equity juris-
diction and the remedies afforded by a court of equity. 
Public Corporations. 
Second semester; two hours; two credits. 
The nature, powers, and liabilities of public corporations in their 
governmental and proprietary capacities. 
Legal History. 
First semester; three hours; three credits. 
An historical survey of the legal systems of the world, with 
particular attention to the development of the English Common Law. 
Insurance. 
Second semester; two hmtrs ,· two credits. 
A study of the contract of insurance with particular attention 
to the provisions of the standard policies. 
Taxation. 
Second semester; two horu·s ,· two credits. 
The general legal principles of taxation, and the law of taxa-
tion, Federal and State, under the American system of govern-
ment. 
Admiralty. 
Second semester; one hottr; one credit. 
An examination of the general principles of maritime law, with 
special attention to that of England and the United States. (Not 
offered in 1934-35.) 
[IS] 
Air Law. 
Second semester; one hour; one credit. 
A consideration of aviation law with particular emphasis on 
Federal regulation. 
Federal Procedure. 
First semester; two hours; two c1·edits. 
Federal jurisdiction in the United States; Federal Courts; and 
the methods of procedure. 
Pleading and Practice II. 
Second semester; five hours; five credits. 
A course designed to bridge the gap between study for and 
practice at the bar, by familiarizing the student with the prepa-
ration of business and legal documents, the examinat ion of titles, 
plead ing in equity, administration of estates, and the conduct of 
cases before trial and appellate courts. 
Roman and Civil Law I-II. 
Both semesters; three hours; six credits. 
A survey of the development of Roman Law and its offspring, 
the Civil Law, with an examination of the various doctrines evolved 
and comparison of them with those of the Common Law. 
Administrative Law. 
First semester; two ho1~rs; two credits. 
A study of the exercise of administrative authority and the ex-
tent of judicial control over it, with particular attention to admini-
strative law in the United States. 
Bankruptcy. 
Second semester; three hours; three credits. 
An examination of the law relating to insolvent debtors and 
their creditors, with particular attention to the Federal Bankruptcy 
Act. 
Juris prudence. 
First semester; three hours; three credits. 
The theory and philosophy of law with a consideration of the 
problems of law reform. 
International Law. 
First semester; three ho11rs; three credits. 
The law of nations, as derived from custom, common usage, 
and formal international agreement. 
[16) 
Conflict of Laws. 
First semester; two hours; two credits. 
Private international law, comprising the principles by which a 
court in one jurisdiction will apply the law of another jurisdiction 
to determine the rights of litigants. 
Legal Ethics. 
Seco11d semester; one hortr; one credit. 
A consideration of the ethical standards of the legal profession, 
with special emphasis on the Canons of the American Bar Associa-
tion. 
[17] 
